Correlation between lymphocyte-mediated auto-tumor reactivities and the clinical course. II. Evaluation of 69 patients with lung carcinoma.
T-cell-enriched lymphocyte populations of 69 lung carcinoma (44 squamous cell, 23 adeno-, and two large cell carcinoma) patients were investigated at the time of surgery for proliferative response to, and/or cytotoxic potential against, freshly separated autologous tumor cells. Tumor-free period and survival time of the patients were correlated with the reactivity obtained in the in vitro tests. The observation time varied between 20 and 78 months (mean 52). Tumor-free period and survival time were longer and survival rate higher in the group with lymphocyte reactivity toward their tumors. In the non-reactive group, all patients but one died within 3 years. Almost all patients had cytotoxic lymphocytes against K562, the three who did not belonging to the category with short survival time.